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TRRP Release Deadline Approaching 

- September 1, 2003 
 

With the adoption of the Texas Risk Reduction Program 
(TRRP) on September 23, 1999, the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) established new rules 
for corrective actions at release sites, which are codified 
in 30 TAC Chapter 350.  One of the main objectives of 
the rule was to provide a consistent standard for 
corrective action for all release sites.  As such, all new 
releases as of September 1, 2003, are required by rule 
to be managed under TRRP. 
 
A Significant Date for All AST/UST Owners 
 
This date is significant for all AST/UST owners  
considering the removal of a petroleum storage tank 
(PST) in the near future.  Currently, PST sites are 
subject to the corrective action standards outlined in 30 
TAC Chapter 334, the “UST Rule.”  However, releases 
from all AST/USTs are required to be managed under 
TRRP if the release is reported to the TCEQ on or 
after September 1, 2003.  According to the TRRP Rule, 
all releases reported before September 1, 2003, will 
continue to be subject to 30 TAC Chapter 334 rules until 
TCEQ closure is granted.   
 
Since TRRP rules are more stringent and more complex 
than current PST rules in many ways, several 
advantages may exist to closing a PST release under 30 
TAC Chapter 334 rather than TRRP.  Some of the 
advantages may include:   
 

 TRRP uses more conservative standards for soil 
and groundwater delineation potentially creating 
higher assessment costs,  

 TRRP cleanup standards may be more 
conservative than current PST standards and the 
flexibility under current PST guidance for closing 
groundwater impacts will not be available without 
additional long-term monitoring and/or 
establishment of a plume management zone,  

 TRRP will require that a deed restriction on the 
use of groundwater be placed on the property for 
all areas containing impacted groundwater above 
MCLs, and 

 More conservative ecological impact consider-
ations and more aggressive off-site notification 
requirements may apply under TRRP.  

 
 

 
In general, due to the complexities of the TRRP rule, 
costs for delineation, monitoring, reporting, and overall 
closure activities are likely to increase for PST closures.  
Additionally, the timeframe to achieve closure may be 
significantly increased, particularly for sites that do not 
have phase-separated product on the water table.   
 
Tank owners planning removal of a tank in the near 
future should consider conducting the tank removal 
or an investigation to determine if a release has 
occurred in time to report the release before 
September 1, 2003.  Doing so will give the tank owner 
the ability to close the tank under the existing PST rules, 
without the complexities of TRRP.  
 
For additional information, please contact one of Green 
Star’s offices.  
 

 
 

EPA Extends New SPCC 
Deadlines 

 
In August 2002, the U.S. EPA amended the Oil Pollution 
Prevention regulation (40 CFR, Part 112) promulgated 
under the authority of the Clean Water Act.   
 
This rule applies to owners and operators of facilities 
that drill, produce, gather, store, process, refine, transfer, 
distribute, use or consume oil and oil products and which 
might be reasonably expected to discharge oil in 
quantities that may be harmful into or upon navigable 
waters of the United States or adjoining shorelines.   
 
The new rule imposed deadlines for the development of 
an SPCC Plan and the implementation of new SPCC 
requirements. However, on April 17, 2003, the EPA 
published a notice that the deadlines from the August 
2002 rule would be extended by 18 months.  
 

 
 
 



Integrating Client Service with High-Level Technical Expertise 

New SPCC Deadlines 
 

Existing Facilities 
SPCC Development August 17, 2004 
Plan Implementation February 18, 2005 

New Facilities 
Operational after August 16, 2002 – Prepare and 
implement plan by February 18, 2005. 
Operational after February 18, 2005 – Prepare and 
implement plan prior to beginning operations. 
 

The extension was granted to provide sufficient time to 
meet the requirements of the new rule. However, a 
facility with an expired SPCC plan (more than 3 
years old) is not in compliance until they have 
updated their old plan or created a new plan. 
Companies in need of updating their SPCC Plan should 
consider proceeding with preparation of a plan that is 
compliant with the new rule. Putting a new SPCC plan in 
place now, will allow companies more time to implement 
elements of the new rule amendments while maintaining 
compliance with the old rule. 
 
Green Star recommends that interested parties consult 
with a knowledgeable company and/or review the 
complete notice at:   
 

http://www.epa.gov/oilspill/pdfs/spcc417.pdf  
 

For a written summary of the amendments to the SPCC 
rule, please contact Leonard Albright at 214.222.8752.   
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